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BUSHFIRE SEASON — EXTENSION 

Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Emergency Services) [12.15 pm]: I take this opportunity to 
deliver a timely warning to all members of the house—Western Australia’s fire season is far from drawing to a 
close. In fact, given the latest data and statistics presented from the Fire and Emergency Services Authority the 
season looks set to extend well into April. 

At the start of this fire season the Bureau of Meteorology and FESA both delivered dire predictions of a long, hot 
and extremely dry summer. It was a clear warning that our government took very seriously and we joined forces 
with the federal government to boost the state’s aerial firefighting fleet with additional funding for the second 
type 1 water bomber to be based in Busselton. This was the first time that Western Australia has had two type 1 
water bombers available. In hindsight it was a decision that has played a key role in saving lives and property on 
a number of occasions this fire season. 

Early into the fire season FESA advised that there had already been a 35 per cent increase in the reported number 
of fires in WA. This equates to nearly 550 additional fires compared with the same three-month period the 
previous year. One week later, on 29 December 2009, the most destructive fire in the state’s history struck 
Toodyay—destroying 38 homes, burning out more than 2 700 hectares of bushland and causing an estimated 
$100 million worth of damage. 

If it was not for the valiant efforts of 200 volunteer and career firefighters and the aerial support, including both 
type 1 water bombers and the helitacs, there would have been the very real risk of lives being lost. Last weekend 
there was a major fire in Albany that threatened lives and property with more than 700 hectares burnt out. 
Surprisingly, according to local Albany firefighters, this fire managed to cross bushland that had been burnt out 
just four years ago—an area that traditionally would provide firefighters with the opportunity to slow the fire 
down and bring it under control. The reason this proved difficult for the Albany firefighters was the extremely 
dry conditions that have turned the state’s bushland—even new growth—into a virtual tinderbox. 

The latest figures from the Bureau of Meteorology paint a bleak picture of soil dryness and its impact on bushfire 
potential over the next few weeks. At key locations around the South West the soil dryness index and the 
Keetch–Byram drought index, which are the leading indicators for potential fire behaviour, highlight the driest 
conditions of the past five years. The levels have almost reached the point when vegetation wilts. Given these 
conditions and the warnings from FESA, the state government will support a 14-day extension of the bushfire 
season through to 14 April and we will consider further extensions if necessary. The extension will enable FESA 
to continue operating its aerial fleet, including the fixed-wing aircraft and the two type 1 aircraft. 

Our government is committed to protecting Western Australians from bushfires. The extension of the bushfire 
season will ensure that all the necessary resources and equipment remain on standby to boost community safety 
during this challenging period for our firefighters. 
 


